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Course Outline

The aim of the course is to familiarize participants with the practical meaning and
implementation of scientific methods. Economics, financial economics and capital
markets are shaped by exciting historical events. The selection of books below (see
section references) presents historical events and experiences in this field in an
appealing way. Some of the authors are experienced practitioners as well as scientists.
Accordingly, they discuss both scientifically based and non-scientifically derived
attempts to explain the interaction between economics, economic policy and markets
from the perspective of the individual market participant or economic agent.

Each course participant has the choice to pick the book of his or her highest preference
and to develop ideas and theses within the course. As the books are of length and
require time to read and digest, participants should start their reading early on. After a
review of the book and the workshop meetings with presentations, participants may
then focus their attention to selected parts of the book only.

The final outcome delivered by the course participants is a short, but dense, essay.
Based on the concept of Hegelian dialectics, the essay first briefly formulates a scientific
thesis from theory. This theory is acquired in previous courses in economics and finance
and extended by additional literature research. The essay then works out an antithesis
based on the chosen book. Finally, it ends up with a proposed individual synthesis.
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Rules for Course Participation

This course is open to all students in the Master-Program, especially those specializing
in subject area of Economics, Financial Economics, Econometrics, Accounting or
Finance and Taxation. A prerequisite for participation in the course is that participants
have successfully completed a Finance module (e.g. either the “Finanzcontrolling” or the
“Empirical Finance” module). Most parts of the course material and references are in
English. The lecture language is in English (or German depending on the participants
preference). The course comprises 3 SWS.

Formal Essay Requirements

Each participant writes a scientific essay based on his or her chosen book from the
attached reference list below. All essays have to meet the following formal criteria:

The essays are limited to a total of 7 pages maximum
The first page is a title page with at least the following information:

o Student’'s name and registration number
o Title of the essay (e.g. “Essay on why Finance may matter”)
o Title of the book on which the essay is based (e.g. “based on: The wealth

of nations by Adam Smith”)
The second page contains an abstract (maximum of 10 sentences)
Pages 3 to 6 contain the main text
The last page contains a short reference list
Font size: 12pt
Page margins requirements: Left margin: 4 cm; Right margin: 2 cm; Top margin: 3

cm; Bottom margin: 1.5 cm
e Language: German or English

Course Schedule

Additional information on course organization is available in Stud.IP. The overall
schedule for the workshop is as follows.

Date Place/Time Topic

04.11.2024 SIZV:I(\)/ZI? f? ooozﬁ (HA) Introductory session, key concepts, essay writing
18.11.2024 S’;’:'(\)’g'? f;OOOZﬁ (HA) L?;i:;ns?g:]ate meeting. Presentation and group
25.11.2024 S’;’:'(\)/g'? f;OOOZﬁ (HA) :jril;irl;;nstiagri]ate meeting. Presentation and group
02.12.2024 ;V;/:glgl? iSOOOZﬁ (HA) :jril;i:?s?gri]ate meeting. Presentation and group
09.12.2024 (1V;/:'(\)'gl? f;OOOZﬁ (HA) :jril;i:?s?gri]ate meeting. Presentation and group
TBA TBA Presentation of essay theses
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Examination

Oral presentation and written essay. The final mark is made up of 2/3rds of the written
essay and 1/3rd of the oral presentation.
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