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module title 
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module coordinator  

Dr. Benedikt Janzen 
 

examination number credit points (ECTS) hours per week (SWS) 

xxxxxx 5 2+2 

availability duration recommended semester 

Summer semester 1 semester 2 

 

workload 
Lecture 2 SWS (30 hours class instruction; 45 hours self-study) 
Uebung 2 SWS (30 hours class instruction; 45 hours self-study) 
 
Calculation is based on: every hr./sem.-week corresponds to 60 minutes. One semester is presumed 
to be 15 weeks, i.e. 14 course + 1 exam week 
module applicability 
Modulgruppe D: Governance, Institutions and Development 
reference to the LPO I  
 
recommended requirements 
Solid knowledge in (undergraduate) microeconomics  
Solid knowledge in microeconometrics, in particular quasi-experimental methods  
obligatory requirements 
 
language  
English 
 

content 
This course focuses on the economic analysis of health and the environment. We begin by 
introducing the theoretical concepts of environmental economics, including the theories of 
externalities and environmental policy. While these concepts provide a foundation, the primary focus 
of the course is empirical. We start by exploring the causal impact of temperature extremes on 
human health (and other aspects of human life) and the environmental policies aimed at mitigating or 
adapting to these effects. We will discuss different approaches to measuring the social cost of 
carbon, a key tool for effective climate policy design. We then turn our focus to other environmental 
hazards resulting from increased human economic activity—such as air pollution, water pollution, 
noise pollution, toxic substances, and biodiversity loss—and their causal impact on human health, 
while assessing the effectiveness of various environmental policies in mitigating these risks. We will 
look at inequalities in environmental exposure and damages from an economic perspective, and 
discuss the distributional impacts of environmental policies. Finally, we will explore international 



environmental issues, such as transboundary pollution and pollution-haven effects, and their 
connections to human health. 
intended learning outcomes (ILOs) 
Students who have successfully participated in this module should be able to  

• demonstrate a clear understanding of theoretical concepts in the field of environmental 
economics 

• interpret empirical evidence on the topics discussed and assess the merits and limitations of 
empirical studies 

• describe and discuss the impact of environmental stressors on human health and other 
aspects of human life 

• asses the relative strengths and weaknesses of environmental policies and contribute to 
well-informed debates on the intersection of environmental and health economics 

teaching methods 
Classroom lecture with interactive elements (Vorlesung mit Seminarcharakter) 
Uebung with tutorials and student presentations 
required attendance 
 
examination (type of examination, scope) 
Portfolio (final exam and presentation)  

overall grade relevance 
80% final exam and 20% presentation 
possibility of retake exam 
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